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There are times when a design idea 
takes on a life of its own and in the 
case of Doonbeg, an idea for creating 
an exclusive fabric for the hotel 
materialised into something very 
special. Ciara ni Laoi explains. 
“My then partner in CLR Design, Rhona 
Roe and I were at a brainstorming session 
in Charleston with the client, the architect, 
John Haley and the Atlanta designer, Jackye 
Lanham. We had an idea to create a bespoke 
plaid for the Doonbeg Hotel. We loved the 
idea of a unique fabric for a unique location 
and we knew that if anybody could do it, 
John Hanly & Co could. We were already 
working with the company on the suite fit-
outs, so Jackye and her team worked directly 
with Brian Hanly, MD of John Hanly & Co to 
take an idea from the concept stage through 
to fruition. 

Brian Hanly remembers the project 
well. While Brian was delighted with an 
opportunity to do something different, he 
had some initial concerns about the use 
of the material for upholstery purposes 
as the main thrust of John Hanly & Co’s 
business is the manufacture and sale of 
apparel fabric, scarves and throws. 

“We are well know worldwide for 
the manufacture and design of top 
quality fabrics. The end use of these is 
predominantly for sports jackets, skirts 
and scarves with an increasing demand for 
throws for both domestic and commercial 
use. In the case of Doonbeg the designers 
were so impressed with the colours and 
quality of our fabrics that they approached 
us to produce a signature fabric. This was 
a departure from our regular business but 
it is one that has attracted much attention 
and we are delighted to be associated with 
the success story that is Doonbeg. 

Perhaps the most striking use of the 
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billiard room. We also used the material to 
upholster armchairs in the Links cottages. 
We used a range of other Hanly fabrics 
(wools & tweeds) throughout the suites 
and cottages for their beauty, quality of 
fabric, the unique ‘Irishness’ of the fabrics 
and their warmth and durability. Hanly 
fabrics are used in curtains, armchairs and 
upholstered bed-heads including some 
fabrics which were specially woven in 
specific colour-ways for us by John Hanly 
& Co.  The company are very traditional 
in their approach to service and quality 
yet very modern in their manufacturing 
process. It’s the perfect marriage of old 
meets new!” explains Ciara. |END|

| Billiard room featuring Doonbeg plaid

bespoke plaid is in the billiard room where 
designer Jackye Lanham used the fabric to 
upholster the walls. A novel take on the 
ubiquitous wood panelling, the effect is 

quite regal and visually stunning. Ciara ni 
Laoi explains, 

 “Jackye used the plaid to upholster 
the walls and for the curtains of the 
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