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Step inside
the best homes

¢ Georgian splendour in Edinburgh
¢ Shropshire farm conversion

|

9.7 13aY 52e

SUMMER SPECIAL - WATERSIDE LIVING

Thames bungalow Irish coastal cottage - Martello tower Bermudan seaside retreat



were falling down, and, as the previous ownc
had only used two rooms, the rest of the hous
needed a total overhaul. ‘Despite all of this
says Antoin, ‘T felt as though things woul
work out well for me in this house.’
Business commitments took up much of h
time, and he knew he wouldn’t be able t
supervise the renovation of the house and ru:
a business on his own. ‘Luckily, my parent
were very supportive,” says Antoin, ‘and mr
mother has a real eye for lovely pieces of furni
ture and porcelain. She was a great activist i
the auction rooms on my behalf — and knev
exactly which pieces would go where. Sh
knew the proportions of the house, and eve



its mood. The feel we were ultimately aiming
for was a simple elegance.’

Also on hand to help with the work were
interior designers Ciara Ni Laoi and Rhona
Rowe, who redesigned the kitchen. The moat
was excavated and underfloor heating was
installed on the ground floor. In order to do
this, the builders had to pour concrete into the
old foundations. “The floor level ended up a
foot higher than it originally was,” says Ciara.
The result is that Antoin now enjoys a heated
ground floor with amazing sca views at the
back of the house. ‘It was the most interesting
project I've ever worked on,” says Ciara.
“There was a huge level of detail, but we >

1 Kashan Carpets
{00 353 1 295 8154)
made the bespoke rug
in the hall, while the
furniture was bought
at auction. The walls
are in DH Orange from
the Heritage range by
Dulux (01753 550555)

2 Alocal cabinetmaker
made the glazed
cupboard for the
alcoves in the dining
room. Try The White

Company (0870
900 9555) for plain
white table linen

5 & 6 The new kitchen
was designed by Ciara
Ni Laoi and Rhona
Rowe's company CLR
Design (00 353 1 839
5187), while the

units were made by

a local cabinetmaker.
The granite worktops
were supplied by
James Murphy & Sons
{00 353 1 295 6006).
Reed Harris {020 8877
9774) sells similar
ceramic floor tiles
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